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It’s been a wild morning at the Capitol, with the state Senate and Assembly prepared to put new state legislative lines in both houses up to a vote today.

The Legislature’s redistricting task force just formally approved presenting their final district lines for a vote, though they were unveiled in a bill late Sunday night.

Meanwhile, the Legislature’s Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Caucus held a press conference this morning to express their opposition to the Senate’s plans, which they say would split minority neighborhoods in the city of Rochester, in southern Westchester County, and on Long Island. But the caucus, which has 35 members in the Assembly and 15 in the Senate, did not vow to vote in a bloc against the lines, instead alluding to a potential lawsuit alleging that the Senate districts would violate the Voting Rights Act.

Both the Senate and Assembly will head into session this afternoon to debate the lines. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has vowed to veto them unless the Legislature passes a constitutional amendment and a law reforming the once-a-decade redistricting process.

Both Sen. Michael Nozzolio, R-Fayette, Seneca County, and Assemblyman John McEneny, D-Albany, said they expect their houses to vote on the constitutional amendment later today soon. The two lawmakers co-chair the redistricting task force.

Meanwhile, both Nozzolio and McEneny said that negotiations on new congressional districts have more or less halted. A federal magistrate presented her final recommended congressional districts on Monday, and absent a legislative deal, those lines will likely take effect.
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